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A  N  N  U  A  L  REPORT  FOR 


19  6  7 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Sandy  Urban  District  Council 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
and  sanitary  circumstances  for  the  Urban  District  of  Sandy  for 
the  year  1967. 

Dr.  Charles  Harvey,  who  had  been  well  known  locally  as 
Deputy  County  Medical  Officer  and  North-East  Divisional  Medical 
Officer  until  his  retirement  in  i960,  had  '  very  ably  filled  the 
position  of  District  Medical  Officer  of  Health  until  I  took  up 
the  appointment  on  8th.  June  1967#  We  are  grateful  to  him  for 
so  willingly  foregoing  the  enjoyment  of  his  leisure  to  step 
into  the  breach  between  the  departure  of  Dr.  H.S.  Bury  and  my 
arrival . 

The  vital  statistics  indicate  a  satisfactory  state  of  the 
public  health  of  Sandy  Urban  District,  but  they  deal  with  too 
small  a  size  of  population  for  significant  statistical  conclus¬ 
ions  to  be  drawn  from  them. 

The  absence  of  deaths  due  to  infectious  diseases,  apart 
from  one  of  encephalitis,  is  the  result  of  the  good  work  done 
in  the  past  in  the  field  of  environmental  health  and  hygiene 
and  of  the  continuing  benefits  of  immunisation  against  smallpox, 
diphtheria,  poliomyelitis,  tetanus  and  whooping  cough.  It  is 
of  the  greatest  importance  that  the  public  do  not  flag  in  their 
co-operation  in  having  their  children  protected  against  these 
serious  diseases  which  can  cause  severe  disability  or  death. 
It  is  only  by  keeping  up  a  high  level  of  immunity  against  these 
diseases  that  the  population  can  remain  free  from  them. 

Degenerative  diseases  of  the  heart  and  arteries  continue 
to  lead  in  the  causes  of  death,  followed  by  various  neoplasms. 
Much  of  this  is  due  to  the  inevitable  process  of  ageing  but 
perhaps  more  could  be  done  to  prevent  some  people  from  ageing 
too  fast,  by  correction  of  unhealthy  modes  of  living.  There 
is  more  future  in  the  preventive  field  in  this  respect  than  in 
that  of  spectacular  cardiac  surgery. 
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Some  cases  of  whooping  cough  were  notified  towards  the  end 
of  the  year.  These  nearly  all  occurred  in  children  who  had 
been  immunised  against  this  disease,  showing  that  there  are 
some  strains  of'  H. pertussis  against  which  the  vaccine  does  not 
protect  completely.  All  the  cases  were  very  mild,  however, 
and  no  sequelae  occurred. 

Measles  continues  to  be  the  most  frequently  notified  disease 
in  children,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  protection  by  immunisation, 
to  be  offered  in  1968,  against  this  major  cause  of  ill  health 
and  school  absence  will  radically  reduce  and  finally  abolish  it. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  Members  of  the  Council  for  their 
whole-hearted  co-operation,  and  the  members  of  the  staff, 
particularly  Mr.  Stirling  who  is  responsible  for  the  bulk  of 
this  report,  for  their  courtesy,  zeal  and  efficiency  at  all 
times. 


I  am, 


Your  obedient  servant, 


A.W.C.  LOBBAN 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Registrar-General's  Estimate  of  Home  Population 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  1967 
Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  (estimated) 

VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR 


Live  Births 


Males 

Females 

Legitimate 

31 

43 

Illegitimate 

2 

2 

33 

45 

Crude  birth  rate  per  1000  home  population 
Adjusted  birth  rate  per  1000  home  population 
Birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales 


Still  Births 

Males  Females 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Still  birth  rate  per  1000  home  population 
Still  birth  rate  for  England  and  'Wales 


Deaths 


All  causes 


Males 

23 


Females 

21 


Crude  death  rate  per  1000  home  population 
Area  comparability  factor 

Adjusted  death  rate  per  1000  home  population 
Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales 


Maternal  Mortality  -  Nil 


4362 

4750 

1612 

£163,430 

£723 


Total 

74 

4 

78 

6.4 

16.36 

17.2 


Total 


Nil 

1 4.8 


Total 

44 

9.3 

1.12 

10.42 

11.2 
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Death  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age 


Males  Females  Total 

Legitimate  -  - 

Illegitimate  -  - 

Rate  for  all  infants  per  1000  live  births  0.0 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales  18.3 

Peri-natal  mortality  rate  25  •  4 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


The  following  table  shows  causes  of  death  as  given  in  the 
Registrar-General ' s  statistics . 


! - - - - 

Causes 

Under 

16 

years 

16. 

-64 

65  and 
over 

Total 

M  F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other 

—  — 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

3.  Syphilitic  disease 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4.  Diphtheria 

-  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3.  Who oping  cough 

“  *“ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6.  Meningococcal  infections 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

7.  Acute  poliomyelitis 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

8.  Measles 

—  — 

— 

- 

— 

— 

- 

9.  Other  infective  and 

parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm, 

stomach 

-  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 1 •  Malignant  neoplasm , 

lungs,  bronchus 

-  - 

- 

3 

- 

3 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm, 

breast 

-  - 

— 

- 

- 

— 

- 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm, 

uterus 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

14.  Other  malignant  and 

lymphatic  neoplasms 

2 

2 

1 

3 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

16.  Diabetes 

—  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of 

nervous  system 

" 

- 

_ 

3 

1 

2  ! 

3 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  (cont) 


Causes 

Under 

16 

years 

16. 

-64 

65  and 
over 

Total 

 - 

.  .... 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

- 

mm 

- 

1 

5 

4 

10 

19*  Hypertension  with  heart 

- 

disease 

— 

- 

— 

- 

— 

1 

1 

20.  Other  heart  disease 

— 

- 

2 

- 

2 

4 

21 .  Other  circulatory  disease 

- 

.  - 

mm 

—  ■ 

3 

1 

4 

22.  Influenza 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

23.  Pneumonia  . 

— 

— 

— 

1  - 

— 

1 

2 

;24.  Bronchitis 

— 

— 

1 

1 

- 

2 

|25.  Other  diseases  of 

respiratory  system 

“ 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

|26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and 

duodenum 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

- 

— 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and 

diarrhoea 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

— 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

- 

- 

1 

29*  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth, 

abortion 

- 

- 

- 

31 .  Congenital  malformations 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill- 

defined  diseases 

- 

_ 

1 

- 

1 

2 

4 

33*  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

- 

— 

- 

1 

1 

3 

3k,  All  other  accidents 

— 

— 

- 

_ 

- 

*33*  Suicide 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

36.  Homicide  and  operations 

of  war 

— 

— 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

.  .  ! 

1 

- 

3 

3 

— j 

19 

16 

44 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  INFANCY 


Nil. 
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STATISTICAL  TABLE  1958  -  1967 


Death  Rate 

1 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

Birth 

Rate 

jYear 

I.  . 

Sandy 

U.D. 

England 
&  Wales 

Sandy 

U.D. 

England 
&  Wales 

Sandy 

U.D. 

England 

8c  Wales 

1958 

9.0 

11.7 

13.3 

22.5 

19.7 

16.9 

ji959 

11.7 

11.6 

18.3 

22.0 

14.2 

16.5 

j'l  960 

14.2 

11.5 

15.2 

21.7 

17.0 

17.1 

1961 

9.9 

12.0 

33.3 

21.4 

15.5 

17.1 

1962 

10.9 

11.9 

- 

21.4 

16.4 

18.0 

jl  963 

1 

12.3 

12.2 

- 

20.9 

19.6 

18.2 

1964 

1 

10.8 

11.3 

- 

20.0 

14.9 

18.4 

1965 

9.7 

11.3 

23.5 

19.0 

19.6 

18.1 

1966 

8.6 

11.7 

- 

19.0 

18.4 

17.7 

! 

1967  1 

10.42 

11.2 

mm 

is.? ! 

16.56 

17.2 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


Water  Supply 

The  water  supplied  in  the  area  has  proved  satisfactory  in 
quantity  and  quality.  It  is  pumped  direct  from  Greensand  and 
requires  no  treatment  other  than  chlorination. 

No  results  of  bacteriological  examination  of  the  raw  water 
are  available  but  samples  of  the  water  from  the  various  points 
in  the  distribution  system  are  taken  regularly  by  the  Water 
Board  and  by  this  Authority  and  all  have  been  sterile. 

The  water  is  r, f  a  high  standard  of  organic  purity  and  is 
not  plumbo-solvent.  The  following  report  by  the  Counties 
Public  Health  Laboratories  is  of  a  sample  sent  in  for  examin¬ 
ation. 
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Chemical  Results  in  Parts  per  Million 


Turbidity  (Silica  Scale) 

Colour  (Hazen  Units) 

Reaction  (pH) 

Electric  conductivity  (reciprocal  me 

per  cc  at  20 
Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  (Free  and  Saline 
Albuminoid  Nitrogen 
'Nitrogen  in  Nitrates 
Chlorine  in  Chlorides 
Carbonate  Hardness  as  CaCO 
Non-Carbonate  Hardness  as'oaCO 
Total  Hardness  ^ 

Calcium  as  CaCO 
Magnesium  as  CaCO 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hours  at  26.7  C 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 

Iron  as  Fe 

Lead 

Zinc 

Copper 

Sodium  as  Na 
Potassium  as  K 
Magnesium  as  Ma 
Fluorine  as  F 

Silica  (Molybdate  reactive) 


Nil 

Nil 

7.2 


ohms 

C) 

Ammonia) 


400 
Nil 
Nil 
Trace 
18 
200 
10 
210 
194 
16 
Nil 
20 

Less  than  0.04 
None  found 
None  found 
None  found 
11 
2 

None  found 
0.05 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


General  Statistics 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious 
diseases  notified  during  the  year. 
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DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1967 


1 

-  - 

Notification  by  age  groups 

Total 

Disease 

Under 

i  1  -  4 

j  . 

3-9 

10  -  13 

Over 

13 

Cases 

Notified 

Scarlet 

fever 

1 

i 

4 

16 

21 

Whooping 

cough 

2 

9 

12 

2 

23 

Measles 

3 

66 

34 

- 

1 

124 

'Dysentery 

; 

- 

- 

1 

1 

'Infective 

1 

4 

hepatitis 

Tuberculosis 

!  non-pulmonary 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Totals 

6 

_ 

79 

_ 

82 

_ 

2  j 

 , 

7 

176 

■  —  -  -  —  — — — i 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation 


The  Bedfordshire  County  Council  is  responsible  for  the 
provision  of  this  service  which  is  given  direct  at  clinics  or 
through  the  General  Practitioners.  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough, 
'Tetanus,  Poliomyelitis,  Smallpox  and  'Tuberculosis  are  the 
diseases  against  which  protection  was  given  in  1 967  and  protect¬ 
ion  against  measles  is  being  introduced  in  1968. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  new  cases  of 
Tuberculosis  notified  and  the  number  of  deaths  recorded  since 
1958. 


Year 

New  Cases 

1 

1 

i  . 

Deaths 

— 

. 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Total 

i 

|  Pulmonary 
! 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

j 

Total 

1958 

M 

F 

M  F 

i 

M  F 

! 

M  F 

- 

1959 

- 

- 

-  - 

- 

!  1 

i 

1 

-  - 

1 

I960 

1 

1 

1 

3 

j 

-  - 

- 

1961 

- 

- 

-  - 

- 

-  _ 

- 

1962 

- 

- 

-  - 

- 

- 

- 

1963 

- 

- 

-  - 

- 

.  . 

- 

- 

1964 

- 

- 

-  - 

• 

- 

1965 

- 

— 

—  — 

1966 

1 

- 

-  - 

1 

" 

1967 

L— 1 

- 

" 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

. 

- 

The  Mobile  Chest  X-Ray  Unit  now  visits  Biggleswade  regular¬ 
ly  to  provide  a  service  for  local  medical  practitioners.  It  is 
stationed  at  MThe  Lawns”  every  Tuesday  morning,  between  11.15  a.m. 
and  11.45  a.m. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  AND  SURVEYOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR  196? 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Third  Annual  Report  to  this 
Council. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage 

The  town  is  sewered  all  along  the  main  streets  and  roads. 
Swaden,  Stratford  Road,  Station  Road,  Tempsford  Road,  parts  of 
Beeston  Green  and  Seddington  are  not  sewered. 

Rivers  and  Streams 


The  Ivel  Internal  Drainage  Board  undertakes  the  cleaning  of 
all  streams. 

Houses  Connected  to  Sewer,  etc. 

1436  houses  are  connected  to  the  sewer.  108  houses  have 
water  closets  connected  to  septic  tanks  and  there  are  18  houses 
with  pails. 

A  gravity  sewer  has  now  been  laid  in  Ivel  Road  and  within 
the  next  18  months  14  houses  served  by  septic  tanks  and  13 
having  pail  closets  should  be  connected  to  the  main  sewerage. 

Conversions  from  Pails  to  Water  Closets 

Total  number  of  conversions  since  1943  . ..  139 

Public  Cleansing 

The  collection  of  household  refuse  and  the  emptying  of 
pails  is  carried  out  by  the  Council’s  workmen  in  a  Musketeer 
Refuse  Vehicle  which  came  into  service  in  the  latter  part  of 
1966.  The  vehicle  is  supplemented  by  a  tractor  and  trailer 
when  necessary.  The  work  is  generally  satisfactory.  The 
emptying  of  cesspools  is  carried  out  by  contract. 
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A  trial  area  of  paper  sack  refuse  collection  was  inaugurated 
in  1965  on  a  new  estate  comprising  131  private  development  and 
37  Council  houses,  flats  and  bungalows.  The  private  estate  is 
still  uncompleted  due  to  developers  and  builders  going  into 
liquidation  so  the  effect  has  not  yet  been  fully  felt.  However, 
the  Council  has  included  a  scheme  of  23  old  people's  dwellings, 
and  two  private  estates  of  8l  and  37  houses  on  paper  sacks. 
This  is  working  well. 

Street  gullies  are  emptied  at  approximately  13-week  inter¬ 
vals  by  the  Bedfordshire  County  Council  on  a  re-chargeable  basis. 
This  has  worked  satisfactorily. 

The  follwoing  is  a  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  during 
the  year: 


Total  number  of  visits  made  ...  ...  100,939 
Ashbins  emptied  ...  ...  ...  97»77Q 
Cesspools  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Pail  closets  emptied  ...  ...  ...  3»l89 
Loads  of  refuse  and  night  soil  removed  . . .  31 6 


Street  scavenging  is  done  at  regular  intervals. 


Refuse  Disposal 

Although  the  existing  refuse  tip  has  many  useful  years  of 
life  it  was  wisely  considered  by  the  Council,  in  view  of  Town 
Development  and  the  proximity  of  new  houses  and  other  develop¬ 
ment,  that  a  new  site  should  be  sought  well  away  from  the 
development.  A  low-lying  site  north  of  the  town  and  well  away^ 
from  road  and  rail  has  been  selected.  This  will  ->be  developed 
in  stages  of  approximately  3  to  7  acres  and  should  last  from  12 
to  15  years.  The  top  soil  will  be  removed  and  stored  and  refuse 
tipped  in  to  a  depth  of  6  ft.  (uncompacted).  After  compaction 
and  sub-soil  covering  the  top  soil  will  be  restored.  The 
operating  site  will  be  fenced  and  the  undeveloped  land  will  be 
leased  for  agriculture.  Should  it  be  necessary  this  practice 
could  be  extended,  if  successful,  to  other  fields  in  the  area. 


Public  Health  and  Housing  Inspection 


The  following  inspections  were  made  and  nuisances  abated 
or  defects  remedied  by  informal  action; 


Housing  defects  ...  ...  ... 

Unfit  housed  ...  ...  ... 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ... 

Council  house  repairs  ...  ... 

Routine  inspections  (not  including  Council 

houses) 


Visits  to  work  in  progress  ...  ... 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
Demolition  Orders  were  made 
Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders 


43 

28 

45 

1430 

601 

809 

Nil 

Nil 


Buildings  erected  without  plans  and  not  complying 

with  Building  Regulations  . . .  Nil 


Shops 

No  action  with  regard  to  shops  was  found  to  be  necessary. 


Factories  and  Workshops 

There  are  47  Factories  and  Workshops  in  the  Register. 


Builders  ) 

Joiners  )  , 

Painters  ) 

Plumbers  ) 

Bakers  1 

Boot  Repairers  1 

Cycle  Repairers  1 

Vegetable  Packers  4 

Animal  Feeding  Stuffs  1 


Electricians  3 
Porcelain,  Electrical  1 
Millers  2 
Motor  Engineers  8 
Coach  Builder  1 
Printers  2 
Clothing  Factory  1 
Scaffolding  and  Form  Work  1 
Cafes  6 
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ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 


Part  I  of  the  Act. 


INSPECTIONS 


Premises 


Jh 

<D 

ft 

S 

3 


u 

d> 

ft 

to 

•H 

50 

CD 

ft 


I 

ft 

o  w 
cd  a 
ft  o 
W  -H 

I— I 


CD 

ft  ft 

s  o 


s  w 

O  CD 

ft  o 

ft  *H 
•H  ft 
f-i  O 

:s  s 


«>  'S 
s-s 
u  I 

ft  CD 

o 
o 
o 


CQ 

O 

ft 


Factories  in  which  Sections  1 , 

2,  3i  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

Factories  not  included  in  (l) 
in  which  Section  7  is  enforced  ) 
by  Local  Authority  ) 

Other  premises  in  which  Section 
7  is  enforced  by  Local 
Au tho ri ty  ( ex c ludin g 


47 


joutworkers'  premises) 

1 

— 

j 

i 

_  i 

! 

— 

i 

CASES  IN  WHICH 

DEFECTS  WERE 

FOUND 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred  to 
H.M.  Inspector 

Referred  by 
H.M.  Inspector 

Number  of  cases 
in  which 
prosecutions 
were  instituted 

ft'ant  of  cleanliness 

(s.1 ) 

“ 

- 

- 

— 

- 

Overcrowding 

(s.2) 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(s.3) 

- 

_ 

- 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 
Ineffective  drainage  of 

(s.4) 

floors 

Sanitary  conveniences 

(s.6) 

(s.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

- 

- 

- 

— 

j(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

_ 

- 

" 

- 

!(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 

(not  including  offences 
relating  to  outworkers) 

— 

** 

mm 

Total 

- 

- 

- 

- 

13 


Part  VIII  of  the  Act 


OUTWORK 


Nature  of  work 


(1) 


g 

rO 

i 

(0 

P 

0 

•H 

O 

0 

q 

O 

s 

G 

bo  H 

o 

o 

nG 

0 

■H  O 

G  -H 

*H 
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Wearing  apparel 

making,  etc 


INS:  XTION  AND  SUPA  VISION  OF  FOOD 


Milk  Supply 

There  are  no  registered  premises  in  the  district. 
Meat  and  Other  Foods 


There  are  no  slaughterhouses  in  the  Urban  District. 
Unfit  Food 


Voluntary  surrender  of  the  undermentioned  foodstuffs  found 
unfit  has  been  made: 

17  lbs  Tinned  Meat 
100  lbs  Fruit 
24  lbs  Chicken 


Ice  Cream 


Fifteen  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  Ice  Cream. 
It  is  purchased  from  reputable  manufacturers.  Ice  Cream  is 
not  manufactured  in  the  Urban  District. 


l4 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  WORKS 


There  are  now  1463  houses  connected  to  the  sev/er.  The 
majority  of  the  houses  along  High  Road,  Beeston  have  row  been 
connected  to  the  sewer.  The  sewage  from  The  Baulk  and  High 
Road  is  forced  over  the  River  Ivel  by  means  of  two  electric 
motors,  automatic  float  control  and  squirrel  cage  type  pumps 
situated  in  The  Baulk. 

A  new  estate  of  8l/2  houses  at  Ivel  road  is  nearing 
completion  and  is  being  served  by  a  pump  house  on  the  lower 
western  corner.  ’ Elygt *  pumps  manufactured  by  Industrial  Pumps 
Ltd.  have  been  installed.  These  are  submersible  pumps  capable 
of  being  raised  by  block  and  chain  for  maintenance  and  clearance 
of  obstruction  and  are  proving  very  satisfactory.  Advantage 
was  taken  to  lay  a  gravity  sewer  in  Ivel  Road,  complete  with 
lateral  drains  to  the  curtilage  of  31.  houses  previously  depend¬ 
ant  on  septic  tanks  and  buckets.  It  is  hoped  that  these  will 
all  be  connected  during  1968. 

Trade  Effluent,  etc. 

Samples  of  trade  and  works  effluent  taken  during  the  year 
were  reasonable  in  the  overloaded  circumstances  but  the  new 
Sewage  'Works  are  required.  These  will  probably  be  commenced 
mid- 1968. 

The  pumping  station  on  Rectory  Estate  has  not  worked  very 
efficiently  but  consultations  and  investigations  have  been,  and 
still  are,  in  progress.  This  system  will  probably  be  picked  up 
to  one  large  station  in  the  Town  Development  Area. 


Summary  of  Electricity  Consumed 


Year 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1 9  66 

1967 

Units. . „ 

17,835 

l8,068 

19,479 

20,972 

22,402 

29,812 

32,958 

Rainfall 

Year 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1969 

1966 

1967 

Inches 

18.78 

17.919 

18.73 

19.390 

24.93 

25.54 

20.79 

19. 


Rainfall,  1967 


Total 

Greatest 

24 

Inches 

Rainfall  in 
hours 

Date 

No.  of 
.01  or 

over 

days  with 
.04  or 
over 

January 

.69 

.30 

22 

10 

4 

February 

1.47 

.33 

20 

11 

9 

March 

.97 

.31 

8 

10 

5 

April 

2.17 

.88 

10 

14 

11 

May 

3.00 

.49 

27 

21 

1.4 

June 

1.33 

.94 

25 

5 

5 

July 

1.55 

.43 

19 

9 

8 

August 

1.25 

.32 

19 

11 

8 

September 

1.65 

.31 

14 

13 

11 

October 

3.81 

.81 

16 

18 

15 

November 

1.40 

.24 

2 

17 

10 

December 

1.46 

.42 

18 

.2 

20.75 

154 

91 

HOUSING 

Council  Houses  Painted,  1967 


107  ...  . ..  £l66l  10s=  Od 

Number  of  Houses  ovmed  by  the  Council 


Pre-War 

0  C  0 

23  6 

Cemetery  Cottage 

000 

1 

Post-War 

0  0  0 

312 

A  survey  is  being  carried  out  on  the  remaining  135  un¬ 
improved  pre-war  houses  with  a  view'  to  modernisation  and  this 
should  be  ready  to  go  to  Tender  during  1968,  although  it  may  be 
that  with  delays  for  Grant  and  Loan  Sanction  the  actual  work 
will  be  carried  out  between  March  and  September,  1069. 

.Dwellings  erected  since  1945 

Local  Authority  Private 


10 

Prefabs 

68 

Bungalows 

76 

Bungalows 

313 

Houses 

210 

Houses 

3 

Flats 

16 

Flats 

312 

Total 

384 

Total 

16 


Dwellings  Erected  in  1967 


Local  Authority  ...  34  Private  ...  59 

Plans  Submitted  During  the  Year 

Outline  development  ...  ...  l4 

Industrial  development  ...  ...  6 

Dwelling  houses  ...  ...  ...  9 

Additions  and  extensions  ...  20 

Conversions  ...  ...  ...  2 

Garages,  sheds,  verandahs,  etc.  32 

Advertisements  ...  ...  ...  4 

Improved  access  ...  ...  ...  2 

Agricultural  buildings  ...  ...  9 

Offices  ...  ...  ...  2 

Electricity  overhead  lines  ...  4 

Change  of  use  ...  ...  ...  3 

Refuse  tip  ...  ...  ...  1 


Consultations  with  G.L.C.  officials  and  Bedfordshire  County 
Council  Departments  on  some  of  the  problems  of  Town  Development 
have  continued  throughout  the  year. 

The  first  of  the  Stonecroft  houses  for  Senior  Citizens 
became  occupied  during  November  although  the  central  heating 
had  not  been  commissioned.  However,  the  Council  provided  free 
electric  heating  until  such  time  as  it  was  available.  A  lady 
Warden  was  appointed  and  will  commence  on  1st.  Eebruary,  1968. 
All  bungalows  and  flats  are  expected  to  be  completed  by  March 
or  April. 

I  am  indebted  to  my  staff  and  to  Mr.  Hanford  and  his  staff 
and  to  the  members  of  the  Council  for  all  the  willing  assistance 
and  advice  I  enjoyed  during  the  year. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  STIRLING . 

Surveyor  and  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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